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2009 Begins With Season of Welcome 
Right after we finished our Christmas Season 

celebrations, we entered the Epiphany Season. 

Epiphany is a work that comes from the 

Greek for manifestation, or demonstration. 

The visit of the Magi to the young Jesus was 

the Manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles 

[the subtitle of the feast of the Epiphany]. 
 

As we continue through this season, the 

gospel lessons are about Jesus calling 

disciples to follow him and about Jesus 

healing a wide variety of people. This is the 

job which Jesus gives us to do as well. We 

don't do it the same way Jesus did, but the 

goal is similar. 
 

Jesus called people to follow him. We call 

people to follow Jesus, too. In everything we 

do at St. Stephen's, we must ask ourselves, 

"How does this call people to Jesus as 

followed in our Christian community in this 

parish, and how does it welcome and embrace 

them when they arrive?" This is harder that it 

seems.  
 

Most of us at St. Stephen's have been here for 

some time. How what we do appears to those 

outside our parish is something we can't 

possibly figure out for ourselves. What keeps 

us here is not what will bring others to us.  So 

we have to work at "looking from the outside" 

at what we do so that we are effective in 

 

calling those around us to follow Jesus as we 

do [and, of course, spiffing up how we are 

following Jesus doesn't hurt, either]. 
 

The other theme of this season's gospel 

lessons also calls us to action. Jesus went 

about healing those whom he met. We are 

called to minister not only to the spiritual 

needs of those around us, but their physical 

needs as well. Our parish's Food Bank is a 

prime example of how we do this. The gift 

collections around Christmas for St. Mary's, 

Chester, are another. 
 

These are the kinds of activities which not 

only make us spiritually healthy, but they are 

attractive to those outside our parish. Few are 

drawn to an organization that looks like it 

serves only itself. Showing how our concern 

goes beyond ourselves is essential to the 

mission we have been given. 
 

At the end of February, we'll begin Lent with 

Ash Wednesday on February 25. As we 

worship together that day with services at 12 

noon and 7:00 p.m., we will take stock of how 

we are doing at following Jesus. The things 

we are called to do by the gospels of 

Epiphany Season will be things we examine 

ourselves about that day. 

 

ðFr. Wand 



In Memoriam 
Gone but not forgotten ~ 

Pauline S. Lafferty, 
Harold Robert (Bob) Graham 
Clara V. Circe 
James F. Fegely 
Claire Scherlacher 
Mary Calla 

 

Fervent Evangelist 
This year is the 2,000

th
 anniversary of St. 

Paulôs birth.  He is the most prominent 

personality of the New 

Testament, apart from 

Jesus himself.  

Thirteen of the 27 

books of the New 

Testament bear his 

name; all of them are letters. 

Paul, like all of us, was a product of his era.  

To some degree, he believed that many 

influences in the surrounding culture 

jeopardized the spiritual health of his 

communities.  Yet, in other instances, Paul 

effectively used common cultural images to 

get his message across. 

Perhaps that is the challenge of Paul to each 

of us today.  He, who has shaped so much of 

our Christianity, challenges us to encounter 

our own culture bravely, with Christ as our 

guide. 
 

Calendar of Future Events 
Annual Meeting ~ January 25 

   Following a single service @ 9:30 a.m. 

Shrove Tuesday ~ February 24 

   Pancake Dinner @ 6 p.m. 

Ash Wednesday ~ February 25 

   Services @ Noon & 7 p.m. 

Soup and Bread ~ Beginning March 4 

   Wednesdays @ 6 p.m. during Lent 
 

Outreach  
It has been a tradition at St. Stephenôs to 

make Christmas tree 

ornaments, with the names 

of children from St. Maryôs 

in Chester, and place them 

on our Advent Tree.  This 

year there were 39 names 

selected by our congregation at our Advent 

Dinner on December 7.  The gifts were 

collected, and delivered on Friday, December 

19, the day before their annual Christmas 

Party.  On behalf of Ruby Benson, and the 

congregation at St. Maryôs, a very special 

thanks to all who participated in this 

Christmas spirit of giving. 
 

People to People Ambassador Program 
ñI have long believed, as have many before 

me, that peaceful relations 

between nations require 

mutual respect between 

individuals,ò said Dwight D. 

Eisenhower, the 34
th
 

President of the U.S., and 

the Supreme Commander of 

the Allied Forces during 

WWII.  He put the ideal behind these words 

into practice when he founded People to 

People in 1956.  People to People 

Ambassador Programs offer extraordinary 

cultural, athletic, and leadership development 

programs for students in grades 5 ï 12. 
 

We are pleased and proud to say we have a 

People to People Ambassador at St. Stephenôs 

ChurchðAvonlea Bond. Just to give you 

some background on how the selection 

process works, nine months prior to a trip you 

must go through a two to three hour interview 

with Delegation Managers.  They interview 

about 150 students, but only about 30ï50 

students are chosen.  Avonlea has been on 

three trips with People to People.  One of 

those trips was to Australia, and another 

Malta. 
 

In Australia she visited The Parliament and 

the famous Opera House in 

Sydney.  In Adelaide she 

spent a full school day 

going from class to class 

with the Australian students 

(she liked the dance class 

best).  They spent three 

days and two nights in cabins at a Farm where 

she learned how to play cricket.  She also 

visited the Aborigines Center and was taught 

how to use a boomerang and to play a 

didgeridoo (a tubular musical instrument). 
 



In Malta she and another student stayed with 

a family of four (mother, father 

and two children).  The food is 

basically Italian, and they 

helped with the preparation of 

lasagna (yummy).  The family 

also took them to ñMdina, the old cityò where 

they learned much about the history of this 

island which has a rich mixture of cultures.  
 

Church Grounds Projects  
This on-going work has now moved to the 

Rectory.  The upstairs bathroom has had a 

face-lift and looks brand new.  A major 

cleaning-up of leaves around the property, is 

still unfinished, but with the cold 

weather coming, that job, as well 

as trimming some of the trees 

along the house will have to wait for better 

weather.  Itôs back into the house to make 

some other repairs. 
 

The History Corner 
St. Stephenôs Church was admitted into the 

diocese of Pennsylvania in1879.  It had no 

rector and the value of the parish property 

was $25,000, with a membership of 120.  At 

the direction of the Bishop of the Diocese, 

Rev. H.M.G. Huff assumed duties of 

minister-in-charge until the appointment of a 

permanent minister.  The church is now 130 

years old. 
 

David Neff gave me the idea for the following 

articles because, as he put it, ñthis church is 

old and rich with interesting stories from 

long-time members.ò  I took him up on his 

suggestion, and would like to bring those 

stories to you. 
 

This edition and subsequent editions will have 

articles of church history and remembrances 

as told to me by some of our members.  I 

hope you find them as interesting as I did. 
 

From the Bennerõs ð 
Early on at St. Stephenôs, the Parish House 

was very small.  It did not expand to its 

present size until 1952 with monies obtained 

from the Episcopal Church Women (ECW) 

fund-raisers, Minstrel Shows, and a matching 

gift from John Benner, the father of Mary 

(Benner) Platt, and Carl Benner.  Leila, the 

daughter of the church rector, Rev. George 

Barnes, started ECW. 
 

Before the Parish House was expanded, it had 

a small stove with an oven which could only 

accommodate small roasts, but not big 

turkeys.  In fact, the St. Catherineôs Guild 

Women of the church would cook pork and 

sauerkraut dinners there on Shrove Tuesday.  

However, because they could not cook big 

turkeys in the oven, Dr. Stanton, the head of 

Burn Brae Private Hospital on Oak Avenue in 

Clifton Heights, and a good member of St. 

Stephenôs would allow the church to cook the 

turkeys in the hospital ovens.  He and his wife 

were very good members of the church.  Mrs. 

Stanton sang in the choir, and their son, 

Carlton, put on childrenôs shows in the Parish 

House, which had a small stage then.  The 

hospital staff even washed all the church altar 

linens. 
 

Although Burn 

Brae Hospital 

no longer 

exists, it was a 

well-known, 

private hospital 

for mental and 

nervous disorders and the oldest hospital of its 

kind in the United States until it closed in the 

1960ôs. 
 

From the Dracupõs ð 
In 1906 the senior Dracup family, our 

grandparents Fred and Margaret Ellen, sold 

their bakery in England to come to America 

with my father and aunt.  They settled in 

Clifton Heights, and became members of St. 

Stephenôs Church; a small group back in the 

1900ôs.  The cover to the Baptismal font is a 

memorial to Margaret Ellen. 
 

When Fred and Mary Ellenôs son, Harry, our 

father, married our mother Marie Oldham 

they first lived in Primos, but later bought a 

home on Broadway Avenue in Clifton 

Heights where they lived until they died.  

They had four sons David, Paul, Bill and Jim, 

who were baptized at St.  David was injured 

at birth and never spoke, but lived until he 

was 21 years old. 



Harry and Marie were in the choir for more 

than 50 years.  Harry was a tenor, and was so 

good they called him ñthe Caruso of Clifton 

Heights.ò  Their sons were acolytes and 

members of the Sunday school.  Most of the 

Dracup family along with their children and 

grandchildren are still members.  
 

From the McFeeõs ð  
Something very dear to Dot (nee McGrath) 

McFeeôs heart is, in the early 1900ôs, her 

maternal grandmother, Susanna (Fowler) 

Long, and her fraternal grandmother, 

Margaret (Shepley) McGrath each bought 

one, three-candle brass altar candelabra, and 

donated them to St. Stephenôs Church, as a 

memorial for each of their mothers.  They 

still exist. 
 

Dotôs father, Edwin McGrath, was the Sunday 

School Superintendent at St. Stephenôs 

Church for 50 years, which was held in the 

Parish House.  He conducted the childrenôs 

Sunday hymnal practice, and their religious 

instruction for Confirmation (called catechism 

in those days).  Rev. George Barnes was the 

Rector then, and he rewarded you with a 

leather-bound prayer book if you were there 

every Sunday for four years.  Dot received a 

prayer book in 1934, and still has it! 
 

Things to Do - Places to Go 
After Christmas is over and the New Year 

begins, we sometimes get the ñblahs.ò  Here 

are some ideas to dispel the doldrums.  Be 

adventurous, take your children or 

grandchildren ice skating; it will make you 

giggle with delight.  If you canôt skate, and 

like museums better, the following museum is 

filled with great hands-on stuff! 
 

Blue Cross River Rink  
Pennôs Landing 

Philadelphia, PA 

With a perfect view of the 

majestic Delaware River and 

the mighty Ben Franklin Bridge, 

ice-skating at the Blue Cross River 

Rink is a great way to get the whole family 

outdoors to enjoy fresh air and healthy 

wintertime fun. 

CALL 215-925-RINK for current weather/rink 

conditions. 

2008 PRICES: 

Skating Admission:  $7/$8 

Skate Rental:  $3 

On-site Parking:  $10 

Show your Independence Blue Cross Card 

and receive $2.00 off admission. 
 

American Helicopt er Museum 
1220 American Blvd.  

West Chester, PA    19380 

(610) 436-9600 

 

Wed thru Sat:  10 am to 5 pm 

Adults $6, seniors $5 

Children & students (w/ID) $4 

Children under 2 w/parent free 
 

Some Helpful Hints for the Kitchen  
No Soggy Rice 

When cooking rice, put a folded towel 

between the lid and the pot.  That way, when 

the rice steams and creates moisture, the 

condensation doesnôt drip back into the rice.  

Itôs absorbed into the towel!  Cook the rice for 

the recommended amount of time. 

Great Grippers 

For many, itôs hard to open new jars.  The 

problem of stubborn lids is solved by wearing 

rubber gloves when opening jarsðnonskid 

and nonslip!                  
 

 

A Little  Humor  

ñYou know youôre having a bad day when 

you put dirty clothes to bed and the kids in the 

hamper!ò 
 

 

 
 

From the Editor  ~  Angela Moore 

This is just the second edition of the new St. 

Stephenôs Newsletter.  I hope you have 

enjoyed it thus far and have found it 

interesting as well as informative.  I would 

like to hear from you with either suggestions 

for future editions, or tidbits you wish to 

share.  Please call me at (610) 622-1363, or 

email me at angela1185@comcast.net  
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199 West Baltimore Avenue 

Clifton Heights, PA 19018 

Phone: 610-622-3636                   Fax: 610-259-8342 

E-mail: ststephens@verizon.net 
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Happy New Year 
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Christmas Bazaar - 2008 

 
 

From top left corner and clockwise:  Ann Knorr, Ginny Thompson and Mary Platt, Santa Claus, Jane McDonald and Eileen 

Pellegrino, Nikki Prendiville and friends. 

 

Once again, the Christmas Bazaar was a success.  This is mainly due to the 
tireless efforts of Ann Knorr , and all the members of the craft group, for 
supplying their famous crafts.  Thanks also to the members of the parish who 
baked or made candy; helped with the set-up, or in the kitchen; and letõs not 
forget Santaõs visit (no small thing considering his schedule).  Lastly, to all 
those people who came to purchase the craft items, and all our ògoodies,ó we 
say thank you very much for your support. 

 


