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"You're the Answer to My Prayers”

As | write this, a couple of things are happening in our
parish. One is that we are approaching the end of the
long "Season after Pentecost,” with its characteristic
green hangings and vestments. The other is that we
are taking the very first steps in the process that will
look to the arrival of new clergy leadership for

St. Stephen's.

The first of these, which has to do with our worship
life, means that we are approaufpithe end of one
Church Year, and the beginning of another. On
November29, the new Church Year will begin with

the First Sunday of Advent. Advent is the season of
the year in which we look backward to Jesus Christ's
First Coming [for that is what Adventeans] as a

baby in Bethlehem [over two thousand years ago], and
forward to Jesus Christ's Second Coming to reign in
glory, at the end of all things [date unknown].

As we read the Gospel accounts of Jesus' birth, we are
reminded of how small and insigraéint the arrival of

the Savior of All Humanity seemed. Jesus was born in
a stable in a small town in one of the least significant
provinces of a great empire which came to an end
over 1500 years ago. But that birth is the most
important event in the histpof our planet, and we

are still amazed to reflect on what was begun there.

At the time of the writing of this article, the Vestry
has just decided and published the job description for
the Discernment Committee as we begin to move
toward new clergy leaship at StStephen's. The
work of this committee will be major in its scope and
the commitment of time it will need from its
members. It will also be very important to the future
mission and ministry of S6tephen's.

The Committee is called a Discerant Committee
because it will (with our help and involvement)
discern [i.e., detect or recognize] God's call to our

parish [our parish mission], what goals we will move
toward with the new clergy leadership, and what
skills, talents, and experienedll be most important

as we seek to identify priests who can best work with
this congregation as it carries out its mission and
works on reaching its goals.

Only after all this is done can the Committee, on
behalf of the Vestry and Parish, begin to Idok

priests who will be particularly weBuited to who we

as a parish are, and what we as a parish intend to do.
That will be the "Search." But it will still be
discernment, as we seek God's will, not ours.

In the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem, thlace
where tradition says Jesus was born is surrounded by a
fourteenpointed star. The fourteen points of the star
refer to the fourteen Stations of the Cross, a devotion

in which we are invited to relive Jesus' final hours of
trial, torture, and deathnathe Cross. This is a

reminder to us that when Jesus first came to us, we
found that he wasn't what everyone expected or
wanted. He was, however, Whom God sent.

Probably my favorite greeting card is one my wife

gave me when we were first going out. Oa tover it
says, "You're the answer to my prayers.” When you
open it up, it continues, "You're not what | prayed for,
exactly, but apparently, you're the answer." This was
true for Jesus as the Messiah, the Christ, the Savior for
whom God's people had beeniting. It will be true

for St.Stephen's expectations of its new priest, and for
his/her expectations of the parish.

Advent and Discernment Committeeach invites us
to be open to God's gifts to us. May we find ourselves
able to be so.

o Fr. Wand



Convention Property

The 265 Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of The fall clearup and trimming of

Pennsylvania will be held at the Pennsylvania the bushes, preparing them for .

Convention Center, 2& Arch Sts, Philadelphia winter, ha been completed. Thanks §®

Saturday, November 14, 2009 from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 to Wilcy Moore, Paul Dracup and

p.m This yeards del eglaah es NateWiBonShe grouSds 6ok freatt 675 at

Durbano, Joseph Gilligan and Betty Taft. and they have saved the church a great deal of money.
The repair of the roof on the Parish House and the

Thirtieth Annual National Acolyte Festival Church Sacristy, as well as the plaster and painting of

St. Stephenods Churhisyeamas w &¢ipside of the Sacgsty and thg wall behind the organ

had four attend the festival held on October 10, 2009 inside the sartaary have all been completed@ihe

the National Cathetral in Washington, D.C. plqstgrlng and painting of th(_a P_reschool and .the togpch
painting of the Mural on the inside of the Parish House

DannyHash, our newest acolyt@as accompanied by have been completed as wellhe climney cap on top

his fatheralong with Joe Gilligan and Father Wand. of the Parish House has not been replaced yet, but will

Although it was the first time for Danny and his father, it ~ be put into next year's bget. Our thanks to all the

was nothowever, the first time for Joe, who is one of contractors who worked on these projects to complete

the oldest acolytes in the diocese. them in time for the school opening and the hard winter

months aheaeC. J.Burdsall Construction Co. (roof
, _ repair),J. Benner Co. (plastering and paig) andJohn
Danny Hash on the altar of the Washington National Traboscia Concrete Co. (cement and biaq®. Many
Cathedral. Good luck to you Danny! thanks also to Ray Sharp whose perseverance reaped
approximately half the cost of the repairs from
theinsurancecompany.
~ Carl Benner, Property Chairman

Accounting Warden

The vestry, with the help of Father Wand, has decided to
start the process necessary for the calling of a new
Rector for Saint Stephen's church. First we have t
establisithe Discernment Committee (Search
Committee). It is reammended that we use the

guidance and training of a diocesan approved Consultant
throughout this calling processatker Ted Rice has
agreed to help in this capacity asitiended a meetn

with the vestry in October. He will work with the
vestry,discernment committee, and coeggtion until a
rector is called. lanyone is interested and would like to
be on the discernment committee pleesetact a vestry
member.

The Right Reverend John Bryson Chane, Bishop of
Washington with Joe Gilligan.

~Raymond Sharp, Accounting Warden

Discernment Committee

We are inviting all parishioners to suggest names of
people who may be interested in being part of the
Discernment Committee process for selecting a new
minister. The person you suggest shibble asked first if
they are willing to do this, and are able to make and will
make a major commitment of time and energy to this

A

project.1 t 6s al so just fine to

Please give the names of anyone who is willing to make
this type of commii ment t o Frank Pren
Warden or Ray Sharp, Accounting Warden. The

Wardens will review all suggestions, and the complete
parish membership list, to draw up a proposed
Discernment Committee slate




Episcopal Church Woman (ECW)
TheOktoberfestPork & Sauerkraut
dinner, held Saturday, October 3, was a
"G fabdous successDur net profit after
K‘J expenses was $1,07This total included
the dinner, craft sales and basket of cheer
chances Expenses were kept down to a
mi ni mum wi th
supplies for the dinnerAll the men and wmen who
worked on this, and the twather dinners, are given a
great deal of thanks and appreciation for donating their
time, talent and treasure to madeery one of them
successfulWe stated these diners with the intention of
building a reputation for good food at a fair price, and to
build a bridgeto the communitynot knowing whether
we woul d be s ucc ¢slpwe bdve

been

The annuaChristmas Bazaais the next big
event for the ECW and takes pldgeturday,

4 November 14, from 9 a.m. till3 p.m. Food
and drinks will besold until 2:00 p.m. Santa will visit
from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m.

Three weeks after thétte Advent Dinnerwill be held
after the 5:00 p.m. servicen Sunday December B.
Everyone is asked to bring a covered distheir
preference (vegable, starch or dessert). Baked ham
along with beverage and rolls will be providethis
year there will be door prizes awardetha y b e
lucky!

Also, for a good many years naag part of an outreach
program, on the night of the dinner we decorate the tree
with ornaments bearing the names of needy children
from St . Maryds Episcopal
ornaments are selected by the congregatiorgdtsdare
providedon thefollowing week for delivery to St.
Maryds Church. OQur
in this continued aweach.Do n 6t ,dllare g e t
welcome.

~ Bonnie Prendiville, President
Blood Drive

The Emergency Blood Drive held on

Oct 15th was quite successfut of O

24 presenters, there were 19

productive pints. Of those, 16 were DIRIVE
recruited by member of St. Stephens Church. A Hearty
thanks to Charlotte Hagopian, Laura Hash, Angela
Moore, andMary Wisnewski.

Evenin good times, the nation's blood supply is fragile,
and the need for blood continues to outpace the growth
in blood donations. Every few secorstsmeone in
America needs a blood transfusion.

Donors may safely give a regular wholeod donation
every 56 days. The body's liquid volume is restored in

t hanks#bk

about 24 hours, and the red blood cells are replaced
within 3 to 4 weeks. It is impossible to get AIDS by
donating blood; everything used during the blood
donation is pgpackaged, useshly once and then

thrown away. tealthy people who are at least 17 years
old and weigh 110 pounds or more are usually eligible to
donate blood.In Pennsylania, 16yearolds can donate

D eelp b iokaning thé | i g &®Iod with yritten parental consenSome medicall

conditions may teporarily defer an individual from
donating bloogbuta trained profssionalcanadvise
when they should try to donate agaifhe need is
constand the gratification is instarigive blood!
~Joan Durbano, Coordinato

Giving Thanks

b U terplpubolvinG B % Yime for Americans to be

grateful for all thegood things we have in this
great country of ours."”

The following Proclamation was given Beorge
Wasdhington, thefirst President of the United States of
Americai

Whereass it is the duty of all Nations to acknowledge the
providence of Almighty God, to obdyis will, to be
grateful forHis benefits, and humbly tonplore His
protection and faver and whereas both Houses of
Congress have by their joint Committee requestedo

y 0 u 0 ledomnbend to the People of the United States a day of

public thanksgiving and prayer to be observed by
acknowledging with graful hearts the many signal
favors of Almighty God especially by affording them an
opportunity peagably to establish a formf government
for their safety and happiness.
Church in Chester
: Now therefore I do
recommend and assign
T, ay, t e 26t \ o :
© ol;/geS?nber ngit tg)g% Hevated | P
: / by the People of these States to
: the service of that great and
N glorious Being, who is the
L ome beneficent Author of athe
P —~ \: | good that was, that is, or that
o ’- " will be-- That we may then all
unite in rendering untblim
oursincere and humble

} A g thanks-for His kind care and

protection of the People of this Country previous to their
becoming a Nationfor the signal and manifold encies,
and the favorable interpositionstdis Provdence which
we experienced in the course and conclusion of the late
war--for the great degree of tranquility, union, and
plenty, which we have since enjoyddr the peaceable
and rational manner, in wthh we have been enabled to
estalish constitutions of government for our safety and
happiness, and particularly the natiooa now lately
instituted-for the civil and religious liberty with which

we are blessed; and the means we have of acquiring and
diffusing useful knowledge; and in general for all the

These
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great and various favors whi¢te Hathbeen pleased to
confer upon usand also that we may then unite in most
humbly offeing our prayers and supplications to the
great Lord and Ruler of Nations and éesh him to
pardon our national and other transgresstdsenable
us all, whether in public or pyate stations, to perform
our several and relative duties properly and punctually
to render our national government a blessing to all the
people, by conantly being a Goveiment of wise, just,
and constitutional laws, discreetly and faithfully
executed and obeyetb protect and guide all
Sovereigns and Natns (especially such as havewho
kindness unto us) and to bless them with good
government, peacand concordTo promote the
knowledge and practice of true religion and virtue, and
theincrease of science among them andans|

generally to grant unto all Miind such a degree of
temporal prosperity dde alone knows to be best.

Given under my hand #he City of New York the third
day of October in the year of our Lord 1789

Outreach

As part of an outreach to the community, wee
vestry,are asking the congregation to give canned
goods or donate money toward giving Thanksgiving
and Christmas bastsewith all the makings of a
turkey dinner tat leasthree needy families. There
will be a sigrup sheet for giving and Dave Neff

will be the coordinator for this project.

Al ]l Saintdbs Day
November 1 is a day commemorating all the saints
of the churb, known and unknown. In the Western
churches it is celebrated on November 1, but in the
Eastern churches it is celebrated the first Sunday
after PentecostThe first general observance of A

Saints' Day was ordered by Pope Gregory IV in 837.

In medieval England the festival was called All
Hallows, and its eve is still known &kalloween

Little Saints i It is thecustom of eme Western
churches to call baptized children little sairttsese
ar e Ldtle®ain§ 6 who wer e
Stephenos
2009 ~

~ 2008~
Justin Taylor Schwari6/8
John Tyler Hasli 6/8

~ 2009~
Jada Solana Quiffe i 5/31
Savannah Jean Gilles{&i/31
Marykate Alessandra Jongs/19
Nicolas James GilchristL1/ 1
Feona Lillie Conboy 11/1

Remembeed i onAll Saints Dayet us pray for

those who died during 20682009 ~

~ 2008~
Pauline Laffertyi 1/11
Robert Grahani 1/13
Clara Cice; 5/22
James Fegely 8/12
Claire Scherlackerr 9/21
Mary Gibbsi 12/6

~ 2009~
Richard Kennedy 2/27
Virginia McBreeni 3/10
Dorothea Skaudis 8/26

The History Corner

west of Fbnolulu, on

_ / b a p t Wwilevtio havenevBrt . N
begi nn iNovgnbel u n e talReddbdut thein service g I

The bombing by Japaof
Pearl Harbor on the
i sl and of O

December 7, 1944t
6:09 a.mbrought the
United States into
World War Il. The six Japanese carriers launched a
first wave of 181 planes composed nhaiof

torpedo bombers, dive bombers, horizontal bombers
and fighters. The batdhipUSS Arizonawas hit

with an armor piercing bomb which penetrated the
forward ammunition compartment, blowing the ship
apart. Of the military persmoel lost at Pearl

Harbor, 1,177 were from th&rizona

WWII was fought on two fronts The Pacific and
the European. During tHeur years of the war,
which officially ended May 9, 1945, over 52million
military and civilians from all over the world gave
their lives.

women whaserved in

during that timebutfuture
geneationsshouldbe
made aware of, antever
forget the sacrificeshey
made for our freedom.

To all the veterans who served during WWII we
salute you and thank you for your service.

il n the be aChtisywasobbrn dcross the sed, i e
With a glory in His bosom that transfigures you and me:
As He died to make men holy


http://www.answers.com/topic/pentecost
http://www.answers.com/topic/halloween
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christ

November 2009
Sunday

All Saints Day
1-9:30 a.m Service

Holy Communion

Service with Music

Baptism
5:00 p.m.Service
Holy Communion,
Contemporary Service

8-9:30 a.m Service
Holy Communion
Service with Music

5:00 pm. Service
Holy Communion,
Contemporary Service

15-9:30 a.m Service
Holy Communion
Service with Music

5:00 p.m.Service
Holy Communion,
Contemporary Service

22-9:30 a.m Service
Holy Communion
Service with Music

5:00 p.m.Service
Holy Communion,
Contemporary Service

29-9:30 a.m Service
Holy Communion
Service with Music

5:00 p.m.Service
Holy Communion,
Contemporary Service

Monday

2 3
Craft Group
Parish Hall
10 ami 2 pm
Bring Lunch

Tuesday

9 10
Craft Group
Parish Hall
10 ami 2 pm
Bring Lunch

16 17

23 24

30

Wednesday Thursday
4 5
11 12
VestryMtg.

7:00 pmi Lounge

18 19

25

Friday

13

20

27

Saturday

14 Christmas
azaar
9:00 am
To
3:00 pm

DiopaConvention

8:00am to HO0pm

21

28



December 2009

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2

VestryMtq.

7:00 pmi Lounge

6-9:30 a.m Service
Holy Communion
Service with Music

5:00 p.m.Service
Holy Communion,
Contemporary Service
Advent Dinner

After serviceParish
House

9

10

11

12

13-9:30 a.m Service
Holy Communion
Service with Music

5:00 p.m.Service
Holy Communion,
Contemporary Service

14

15

16

17

18

19

20-9:30 a.m Service
Holy Communion
Service with Music

5:00 p.m.Service
Holy Communion,
Contemporary Service

21

22

23

24-5:00 p.m.Service
Holy Communion
Service with Music

10:00p.m.--Carols
10:30 p.m.Service

Holy Communion
Service with Music

25

Blessed
Christmas

SN
v

=2

26

27-9:30 a.m Service
Holy Communion
Service with Music

5:00 p.m.Service
Holy Communion,
Contemporary Service

28

29

30

31




Kids Corner

Asweapr oach this hol i d:
pondering the question, what dalEsuswvant for
Christmas? After all,
Hi s wish |list? For wh
easy in the frenzy of Christmas activity to
overlook the longing®f the One who got this
whole Christmas thing started in the first place.

So what does Jesus wa
simple, and quite obvious. He waytsu He
wants me. That 6s what

manger thing was about.he Creator desired
relationship with the created and made the

first step to initiate that relationship. The God
of Heaven and Earth humbled himself and took
on flesh and blood to walk among us, to know
more intimately, to embrace us fully.

-Bill Walters Fublications - All rights reserved

Copyright 2001

In the etiquette of gift givingg ne doesn
reciprocate |l avish gi
means. But how could we do any less than to
completely give ourselvas JesuB After all, He
gave everythingvhenHe died on the Cross to
forgive us of our wrongdoing and repair our
relationship with the eternal, almighty God.
Surely we wonadsweddAunte ct
Bettybs sweater. Give
what He really wants for Christmas.

Bedtime Prayer

Now I lay me down to sleep
| pray the Lord my soulto keep
If | should die before | wake
| pray the Lord my soul to take
Amen

0 Birth of Christ
1 2
1 Who were tending their flocks by night t [
2 Who announced the birth of Christ to the shepherds |
3 Thewise men bowed down to Jesusto him
4 Jesuswas born in thistown
& "The of peace” - one of thetitles of Jesus
8§ mother of Jesus & &
9 Jesuswas born in a
10 The shepherds were in 5
the when they saw .
an angel u |
5] 7 G
9 /
10 \L\)
11
12
ACROSS
1 Thewise men followed a that led themto Jesus t |
5§ human father of Jesus
T Therewas no at the inn for Jesus
9 one of the gifts of thethres wise men
11 Jesus could not stay at the because it was full
12 and on earth . goodwill toward men (Luke 2:14)
More puzzes at hitp:/biblewordgames.com
. _ %SO|U'[IOI‘1 on last page)
Hi s gi t
yourpgetd ol try|Jjto Jesus.

)
K\\\\\\

————

Bl
“Have you made backups?”

A little laughter is good for the soul.

Nursery Attendant Needed~ Anyone

who is interesteq or knows someone who
/s, pleasecontact Father Wand.







